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President’s Message

As most of you know this is my sec-
ond time to serve as president of this or-
ganization and | will try to represent you
to the best of my ability. | would like to
take this time to ask the membership to
actively participate in the organiza-
tion. The officers and committees
need your input to make the proper deci-
sions in order to run the organiza-
tion. Therefore | want to ask each of you
to get involved; serve on a committee,
help with a project or run for office. We
need the different views in order to con-
tinue to grow in the future.

| would like to take this time to thank
Laurel Waters for the outstanding job she
did as president this past year. The
theme for the Southeastern Arson Semi-
nar was her brain child but she could not
have pulled it off without the help of you
the organization. | would like to thank
Kevin and Susan Cunningham as T&E
Chairpersons, Blair Darst for putting the
script together, our emcee Tony Nix and
all the role players who made it fun and
you the attendees for making it worth-
while.

GFIA President Thom Burruss

I'm afraid | don’t have any
themes for our seminars but we
will try to do our best to offer
interesting subject matter for
upcoming seminars. Information
on the spring seminar will be in a
later publication of the Fire Trailer
News. | would also ask that any-
one having an item they would
like to see in our newsletter to
please send it to Laurel Waters
our new editor.

Until Next Time,
Thom Burruss

District News

Metro District — The
Metro Fire Investiga- or
tor's Association meets
the third Wednesday of
the month at Manuel’s
Tavern located at 602

contact

246-0026.
NE District

website at www.mfia.net
Secretary
Perry Hopkins at 770-

early 2005. Addition-
ally, the NE District will
be sponsoring two live
arson burn exercises
during 2004 and 2005

The  \which will be open to all

North Highland Avenue,
Atlanta, GA. For meet-
ing and speaker infor-
mation visit the MFIA

Northeast Chapter is in
the process of develop-
ing a website which will
be up and running by

GFIA members. Infor-
mation regarding this
will be posted at a later
date. (continued on page 2)
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Member News

As many of you know | have taken over the
duties of Membership Chair. Please bear with me
during the transition. In the meantime, if you have any
guestions regarding your membership status or if
you need to update your contact information you
can reach me at 404-656-6879 (Office) or by email
at Jane.Cox@mail.oci.state.ga.us.

| would like to extend a warm welcome to the
following New GFIA Members approved by the
Board at the annual meeting in Savannah:

Peter Boehm - Gwinnett County District Attorney Office
David S. Brown - City of Marietta Fire Department
Evan L. Bull - DeKalb County Fire and Rescue
Robert L. Campbell - Franklin County Sheriff's Office
Danny L. Cantrell - Maysville Police Department
Phillip C. Carriger - College Park Fire Department

Robert Doran - Engineering & Fire Investigations
William E. Ford - Carroll County Fire Rescue
Paul A. Fortson - Tifton Fire Department
Christopher B. Goebel, Camden County Fire Rescue
Stephen Hutto - Unified Investigations & Sciences
James Keith, Rabun Apparel

Daniel P. Layou - Harrington Group, Inc.

Tim L. McElwee - Paulding County Fire & Rescue
Gary L. Murray - College Park Fire Department
Joseph Reagan - Henry County Fire Department
Ricky Rudesal - Henry County Fire Department
David Smith - David H. Smith & Associates, Inc.
Eugene Trunzo - Coloney Bell Engineering
William (Bill) Wade - Tifton Fire Department
Mark Whatley - Unified Investigations & Sciences
Barry Wilkie - Carroll County Fire Rescue

Tom H. Claxton - ClaxCo Investigations

Kevin Wynn - Carroll County Fire Rescue

Passages

This past summer the GFIA
and fire investigation community
experienced the passing of three
great men. Roswell Fire Chief
Neal Butterworth passed away
on 14 June 2004. Chief Butter-
worth had been with the depart-
ment since 1973 and became
the city’s Chief in 1992. In addi-
tion to his membership in the
GFIA he was a member of the
International Fire Chiefs Asso-

ciation, past president and
member of the Georgia Fire
Chiefs Association, and a

member of the Roswell Rotary
Club. Chief Butterworth will be
remembered as a devoted
leader and friend.

Joseph D. Molnar, IAAI-CFI
passed away 11 July 2004 after
a five year valiant battle with
cancer. Joe was a native of
Indiana, a veteran of the Marine

Corps and was an officer with the
Clearwater Police Department
until he moved across the street
to begin his career with the Fire
Department from which he retired
in 1984.

Joe continued his work in
the investigation arena special-
izing in code administration,
fire and explosion origin and
cause investigations with Wil-
liams Architects Chartered,

District News — continued

Ossie Delay -Cherokee County
Fire Department, Steve Ander-
son-Forsyth County Fire Depart-
ment and Ken Grosch-Dawson
County Fire Department met
and formed a mutual aid agree-
ment and arson task force for
the three counties in order to
maximize all available re-
sources.

Additionally, the Northeast
District meeting is held at 10am
on the third Wednesday of the
month at the Gainesville Fire
Department Training Center
located at 2801 Allen Creek
Road, Gainesville, GA. For more
information feel free to contact
Ken Grosch at 706-344-3666 ext.
222.

If you would like to announce
your regularly scheduled meetings
or have any announcements for
the general membership that you
would like to include in the next
issue of the Fire Trailer News,
please contact Laurel Waters
(770) 982-0210 or by email at
afalabs@bellsouth.net
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Passages — continued

until he and his wife Pat moved in 1997 to an area
that they loved — Northeast Georgia — where Joe
became Chief Investigator with Kranats & Company
Investigations, Inc.

Joe, a 30 year member of the IAAIl served
through the chairs of the Florida Chapter of the 1AAI
and as Chapter President in 1985-1986. He served
on numerous committees and was on the Board of
Directors of the IAAI for six years. In addition to his
service as Sergeant-At-Arms, Joe held the Certified
Fire Investigator designation, was a recipient of the
IAAlI James Parker Distinguished Service Award
and the coveted Life Membership Award. In addi-
tion to his membership in the GFIA, Joe was a
member of the Florida, Mississippi and Tennessee
Chapters of the IAAIL. Joe is survived by his loving
wife Pat, his mother, sister, two children, 5 grandchil-
dren, numerous cousins and many loyal and dear
friends who will miss his kindness and friendship.

Interim Executive Director of Firefighter Stan-

dards and Training, Johnny Wilson, passed
away of a sudden fatal heart attack on 15 August
2004. Johnny’s fire service career began in Spal-
ding County where he progressed thorough the
ranks to Assistant Chief after which time he became
Program Coordinator with GA Firefighters Standards
& Training Council where he developed and imple-
mented the National Professional Qualifications
(NPQ) program. Johnny devoted his life to his
continual ambition of providing more leadership in
the training and certification of Georgia’s firefighters
as evidenced by his involvement with Senate Bill 169
which resulted in new certification levels including
Fire Investigator, Fire Inspector, Fire Safety Educator
and Airport Firefighter. Volunteer firefighters are now
eligible for state certification and a strong cooperative
effort now exists with other agencies, boards and
associations. The fire service lost a devoted friend
and leader with the death of Johnny, but his legacy
will continue for years to come.

Support For Our Soldiers

Several of our members have children or
spouses serving our county in lraq and Afghani-
stan. Not only are these men and women sepa-
rated from their loved ones for long periods of time,
the physical conditions they must endure are ex-
tremely difficult. Some of the small necessities and
personal care items that we take for granted are
scarce or totally unavailable. Many of you have
asked what you can do here at home to help show
your support for those in service. A small, but
greatly appreciated gesture that will lift the troops’
morale and bring a smile to their faces is the gift of
a Care Package from home. We are currently
accepting donations of toiletries, personal care
items, communication items, reading material,
clothing, drink and non perishable food items to
forward to our soldiers. If you wish to donate any
of the items listed below or if you have a relative
that you would like to be included on our Care
Package list, contact Laurel Waters.

Toiletries and Personal Care Items: baby
wipes/cleansing wipes, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, deodorant, lotion, bar soap, liquid soap,
non-alcohol hand sanitizer, non-aerosol shaving
cream, disposable razors, battery operated razors,

glass cases, aloe vera lotion,
throat lozenges, cough drops,
eye drops, chap stick, aspirin,
ibuprofen, acetaminophen, sa-
line nasal drops, cotton swabs, feminine hygiene
products, foot powder, laundry tablets or small
boxes.

Communication and Other Items: Pens,
paper, envelopes, small paper pads or notebooks,
single use camera, photos, batteries (AA, AAA, C)
newspaper clippings, paperback books, maga-
zines, super glue, zip-lock plastic bags, sun-
glasses, electrical tape and bungee cords.

Clothing: Socks, underwear, green and white
t-shirts, green and black boot socks.

Drink/Food Items: Powdered coffee, tea,
cocoa, Tang, cool-aid, PowerAde and other pre-
sweetened drink mixes. Cookies, candy, individu-
ally wrapped snacks, peanuts, trail mix, breakfast
bars, protein bars, chips in cans, pop-top cans of
salsa or cheese dip, crackers, ramen noodles,
canned meats or pastas, canned lunch foods, beef
jerky (no pork).

Fun Stuff: Frisbee, music CD’s, video games for
laptop computers, phone cards, hand held games.
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Upcoming Events

9-12 November 2004 - Gas and Electrical Appli-
ance Fires. Fire Findings Laboratories, L.L.C., 616
Main Street, P.O. Box 43, St. Joseph, Michigan
49085-0043. Call 269-983-2113 for more informa-
tion.

18-20 November 2004 - IAAIl Regional Seminar-
Savannah, GA - Investigations of Electrical & Ap-
pliance Related Fires. This course is approved by
the IAAI Training & Education Committee for credit
toward CFl. AHAM represents manufacturers of
home appliances in the following categories: major
appliances, portable kitchen, home comfort, per-
sonal care, and floor care items that are electrical
and gas fueled. IAAl Member Fee: $200.00; Non-
Member Fee: $250.00 Savannah, GA. For more
information or to register contact Susan Cunning-

Mulberry, 601 East Bay Street, Savannah-912-238-
1200.

24- 29 April 2005 - 56th IAAI Annual Meeting and
Conference. The best instructors throughout the
world have been chosen to present today’s key
topics at this year's conference. Field trips to the
Bureau of ATF crime scene laboratories and to the
National Institute of Science and Technology
(NIST) laboratories will be available for those who
desire to attend off-site sessions. Don't miss this
important opportunity to learn from these renowned
instructors. The 1AAI is presenting a new format to
provide for the needs of its membership. Three
completely different seminars will be conducted
simultaneously. Hotel Accommodations:  Hyatt
Regency Crystal City-Mention IAAl for special

ham 770-978-1251 or the IAAI Office 314-739-
4244 .Hotel Accommodations and Meeting Facility: The

rates-2799 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA
Phone: 800-233-1234. See www.firearson.com.

US Consumer Product Safety Commission Recalls

( www.RECCI"S.GDV> Your Online Resource for Recalls

USPS Announces the following recall in voluntary cooperation with the following firms. For specific prod-
uct make and models on the items recalled below go to http://www.recalls.gov.

Recall of Cooler Pumps — Product Name: Evaporative Cooler Pumps. Mfg.: Little Giant Pump Co.,
Oklahoma City, OK. Hazard: The motor caps on the cooler pumps are not made with flame-retardant ma-
terial and an internal electrical failure can ignite the cap, posing a fire hazard to consumers. Incidents/
Injuries: The firm has received 26 reports of pump fires with two incidents involving property damage.

Recall of AC Adapters for Notebook Computers - Product Name: AC adapters used with notebook
personal computers. Mfg.: Delta Electronics Inc., Taipei, Taiwan. Distributor: Dell Inc., Round Rock,
TX. Hazard: The adapters can overheat, posing a risk of fire and electrical shock hazards to consumers.
Incidents/Injuries: Dell has received seven reports of incidents of adapters overheating, though no inju-
ries have been reported.

Recall of Amana, Trane, and American Standard Brand Package Terminal Air Conditioners/Heat
Pumps — Product Name: Package Terminal Air Conditioner/Heat Pump (PTAC). Mfg: Goodman Com-
pany, L.P., Houston, TX. Hazard: Fire hazard resulting from this chain of events: filter becomes clogged
due to lack of maintenance, severely restricting airflow and resulting in elevated internal temperature; this

Continued on Page 8
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40th Southeastern Arson Seminar

Jim Swindell was Recognized by the GFIA and the Insurance Blair Darst Receives an Award of Special Recognition from the GFIA. Blair
Commissioner's Office for his Contributions and Played the Roles of Script Writer, Producer and Director of this Year's
Attendance at all 40 Southeastern Arson Seminars Seminar “From Ignition to the Courtroom”

Jim Syvertsen, Fire
Investigator from
Walker, Minnesota and
Bob Doran, Jr. IAAI
Board Member from
Florida Enjoy The Ice
Cream Social

Long Time GFIA
Member Ron Kibble
Accepts the Life
Member Award

2nd Vice
President Bill
Barrett Presents
to Steve Sprouse
the Award
for Best Food
In the History of
the SEAS
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US Consumer Product Safety Commission Recalls —
Continued from page 2

may cause two safety switches to stop working during the product’s expected life; if the blower wheel then
stops when the product is operated in the heating mode, a fire hazard can develop. Incidents/Injuries:
Goodman received 29 confirmed reports of units overheating, including eight instances where the PTAC
ignited and, in some cases, caused minor property damage. No injuries have been reported.

Recall of Laser Printers — Product Name: Lexmark, Dell and IBM Laser Printers. Mfg: Lexmark Interna-
tional Inc., Lexington, KY. Hazard: These printers can short-circuit, posing an electrical shock hazard to
consumers. Incidents/Injuries: None reported. This recall is being conducted to prevent the possibilities
of incidents or injury.

Recall of AC Adapters for Notebook Computers — Product Name: AC Power Adapters. Importer: In-
ternational Business Machines (IBM) Corp., Armonk, NY. Mfg: Delta Electronics Inc., Taipei, Taiwan.
Hazard: The adapters can overheat, cause damage to the circuit board and melt through the housing,
which poses a fire and electrical shock hazard to consumers.

Recall of Electric Pictures — Product Name: Electric Pictures (Moveable Waterfall Pictures).
Importer: Chicago Wholesale & Imports, Bridgeview, IL. Hazard: These pictures have inadequate con-
struction, incorrect wiring, and use flammable materials, all of which pose fire and electric shock hazards
to consumers. Incidents: Chicago Wholesale & Imports has not received any reports of incidents. This
recall is being conducted to prevent the possibility of injuries.




